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Meet a Director in 3 minutes ~

Mr. Philip Chan
Mr Philip Chan was born in Shantou City, China, and
grew up in Hong Kong within a Christian home. With the
guidance of his Christian parents, he loved God since his
childhood. In 1963, led by his teacher, he was baptised into
Christ. Under the love, care and faithful instruction of his church
pastors and elders, he learnt how to be a servant of God. In the
SDVW  \HDUV E\ *RG¶V JUDFH KH KDV EHHQ VHUYLQJ ZKLOH
holding a regular job ± leading the church, preaching the gospel
and pastoring believers.
Chinese churches in Sydney have grown very quickly
over the past two decades. Pastors who can speak English,
Cantonese and Mandarin are in high demand. Lay leaders who
are well equipped in knowledge of faith and in godliness are of
great importance in the church too. Six years ago, following a
recommendation by Rev. On Law, Mr. Chan initially became
involved in the work of the Chinese Theological College
Australia (CTCA). Mr. Chan was inspired to see the vision and
importance of theological education and therefore joined the
existing Board members. In serving and learning at CTCA over
the past few years, he was deeply touched to see the effort, time
and financial contribution committed by his senior colleagues
who started the ministry and even taught classes.
$WWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKLV\HDUE\*RG¶VJUDFH0U&KDQ
decided to come out of his past two years of comfortable
retirement and start his second stage of life ± a return to student
life to receive formal theological education, to be strengthened
by the Spirit and to be further equipped in his Bible
knowledge. The past six months have been tough but very
rewarding. He hopes that the remaining years of his life can be
used by God to do greater things.
CTCA has reached a historical milestone ± it has applied
to be registered as an accredited theological college under the
Australian College of Theology. It will soon be able to offer
accredited theological courses. Now we especially need many
churches and believers to pray for this with unity and
strength. 0D\WKLVWDVNEHDFFRPSOLVKHGE\*RG¶V6SLULW

Term 4 - 2009

Diploma and Certificate courses

The Book of Job

(Rev. Chua obtained a Bachelor of Theology and a Master of Arts
(Theology) from the Moore College. He is now the Senior Pastor of
the Chinese Christian Church, Sydney)

ଣဠᣍΓལऊ
Invitation
You are cordially invited to attend the
Graduation Ceremony 2009 on
Thursday, 3rd September, 2009 at
7:30 P.M³9:30 P.M. at
Burwood Chinese Presbyterian Church,
(46-48 Belmore St., Burwood)

Board of Directors, CTCA

( Rev. Li obtained a MBA from UTS, a Diploma in Theology, a
Bachelor in Ministry and a Master of Arts (Theology) from the
Morling College. He serves in the Alliance Church since 1996 is
now the Senior Pastor of the Hills Christian Alliance Church)

Language: Cantonese
Date :
20/10 ± 1/12/2009
Time:
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Venue: Chinese & Australian Baptist Church
( 1 Reserve Street, West Ryde )

CTCA Annual General Fund Budget: c. $200,000
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Lecturer : Rev. Almon Li

Language: Mandarin (Putonghua)
Date :
10/10± 21/11/2009
Time:
Saturday afternoons from 2 p.m.-5 p.m. [21hours]
Venue: Burwood Chinese Presbyterian Church
(46-48 Belmore St., Burwood 2134)

CTCA Newsletter

(46-48 Belmore St., Burwood)

Spiritual Leadership
(4 credit points; Core for
'LSORPD LQ µ%LEOLFDO 6WXGLHV DQG 0LQLVWU\¶ and Certificate in
Ministry; Elective in other programs)

Lecturer : Rev. Chris Chua

ƽ 20 䈡⇍ềỜ炻㭷ỵ⸛⛯㭷⸜⣱䌣 $5,000
ƽ 20 ềỜ㔁㚫炻㭷㚫⸛⛯㭷⸜⣱䌣 $2,000
ƽ167 㽛䤆ᷳ⍳炻㭷ỵ⸛⛯㭷⸜⣱䌣 $360

ᙣुܭΒ႟႟ΐԃΐДΟВȐຼѤȑ
ఁΎਔъ
ଷ০ᝊࢲΓߏԴ

Enrollment form can be downloaded from our website

(Elective , 4 credit points)

䣰㯪䤆啱叿ᶳ↿㓗㊩侭ὃㅱ㽛䤆暨Ļ

ፎࢍ

3UD\WKDW*RGZLOOSURYLGH&7&$¶VQHHG
through the following supporters:
˗ġ 20 Special Partners: averagely each donates $5,000 p.a.
˗ġ 20 Partner Churches: averagely each donates $2,000 p.a.
˗ 167 CTCA Friends:
averagely each donates $360 p.a.
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Why should you attend CTCA courses?
Do you understand what you are reading? (Acts 8:30)

Director, CTCA; Chinese Christian Church, Sydney, Elder Tak Wong

In Acts 8:30, the Holy
Spirit, through a newly
elected deacon at the
church of Jerusalem,
Philip, issued a challenge to the powerful
(WKLRSLDQHXQXFK³'R\RXXQGHUVWDQGZKDW
\RX  DUH  UHDGLQJ"´  )URP  WKLV  6FULSWXUH
passage we can see that:
1. Being religious does not necessarily
PHDQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ*RG¶V:RUG
This important official from Ethiopia was a
religious man, for although he was a gentile
eunuch, he travelled over long distance and
took much trouble in order to worship at the
temple in Jerusalem. Logically, he should
have a good understanding of the Scripture,
but unfortunately, his being religious does not
PHDQ  KH  FRXOG  XQGHUVWDQG  *RG¶V  :RUG
Similarly, you may well have been a
Christian for many years, you are religious,
attend worship every week and listen
attentively to what is proclaimed from the
SXOSLWEXW³'R\RXXQGHUVWDQGZKDW\RXDUH
UHDGLQJ"´
2. Being academic does not necessarily
PHDQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ*RG¶V:RUG
Serving under Queen Candace, this eunuch
was in charge of the treasury, equivalent to
EHLQJ D  JRYHUQPHQW  7UHDVXUHU  LQ  WRGD\¶V
world, so he was a powerful person
throughout Africa. Logically, he was a
knowledgeable person, but he still could not
XQGHUVWDQG*RG¶V:RUG6LPLODUO\\RXPD\
well be a knowledgeable person, have various
professional titles, an analytical mind and are
well versed on certain parts of the Scripture,
but are you able to say firmly that you do
understand what you are reading?
3. Being studious does not necessarily
PHDQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ*RG¶V:RUG
This Treasurer took advantage of his return
journey and made time to read the Scripture,
despite the hot desert sun in the Middle East
and the bumpy chariot ride. We modern
people are all fully occupied, constantly
running around all day for this and that. We
are seldom able to set aside time in our busy
schedules reading the Scripture. But if this
Treasurer, although he did not fully
understand, still did his best to squeeze time
WRUHDG*RG¶V:RUGFDQDSHUVRQDVEXV\DV

you, while taking a break in an airconditioned home, say hand on heart that you
really do understand what you are reading?
+DYLQJDORYHIRU*RG¶V:RUGGRHVQRW
QHFHVVDULO\PHDQXQGHUVWDQGLQJ*RG¶V
Word.
This eunuch knew that with his limited and
insufficient knowledge, it would be very hard
IRU KLP WR XQGHUVWDQG *RG¶V :RUG XQOHVV
VRPHRQH H[SODLQHG LW WR KLP 6WLOO KH ³GLG
ZKDW  LV  LPSRVVLEOH´  XQGHWHUUHG  E\  KLV
lacking, so we can tell he has a genuine love
IRU*RG¶V:RUG8QIRUWXQDWHO\QRWHYHQWKLV
PHDQV  KH  FDQ  XQGHUVWDQG  *RG¶V  :RUG
Similarly, you may well have been reading
the Scripture for many years, participated in
bible studies, Sunday school, and had
RFFDVLRQDO³LQVLJKWV´LQ6FULSWXUH%XWKRZGR
you respond to the challenge issued by the
+RO\6SLULW³'R\RXXQGHUVWDQGZKDW\RXDUH
UHDGLQJ"´
The answer given to us by this eunuch was,
³+RZ FDQ , XQOHVV VRPHRQH H[SODLQV LW WR
PH"´ 7KH WKLQJ LV GHVSLWH KLV LQIOXHQWLDO
position, he can humble himself and admit his
deficiency and he sought for instruction.
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News update
h Praise the Lord, our
application
for
accreditation from the
Australian College of
Theology was approved in
principle on 18th May,
confirmation depending on
our submission of the
College Business Plan.
h Our Diploma and
Certificate program is
under review and the new
structure
will
be
implemented in 2010.
More details will be
announced soon.
h We now accept
donations by credit cards,
you can make one-off or
monthly donation by
signing the authorization
form on page 2.

PRAYER POINTS

= Please pray that the
board members will have
wisdom in planning the
future development of
All this time, CTCA have appointed spiritual the college.
teachers locally and from overseas to offer
different courses. These teachers shared their = Please pray for our
spiritual lives and endeavoured to ensure plans in providing
VWXGHQWVUHDOO\XQGHUVWRRG*RG¶VWUXWKVRWKDW t h e o l o g i c a l d e gr e e
students could return to their churches and programs soon.
serve brothers and sisters well.
= Pray for recruitment of
Although I have been preaching the Word of students, that the Lord
God for many years in the church, there are will call people to enrol
still much I do not understand. For this reason, for the Bachelor of
I have many times troubled various spiritual
Ministry or Master of
elders for their instructions. I have especially
learnt a great deal from the Principal of Divinity program.
CTCA, Rev Peter Wongso. Often I have to = Pray that many fellow
call him just days before preaching, seeking Christians may share the
clarifications on various Christian truths, and vision of providing a
he would always go out of his way to give me Chinese Theological
guidance. My heart is so stirred by the saying,
³+RZ FDQ , XQOHVV VRPHRQH H[SODLQV LW WR College in Sydney and
PH"´ ,W LV DOVR P\ WUXH ZLVK WKDW FRXUVHV become our long term
offered by CTCA will help you better sponsors.
XQGHUVWDQG*RG¶V:RUGDVZHOO
= Pray for setting up of
the College Library and
³'R\RXXQGHUVWDQG
acquisition of library
ZKDW\RXDUHUHDGLQJ"´
collections.
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