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Rev. Ming Leung  

3D Theological  
Education for the  

Twenty-first Century  

In my recent article in the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance Leadership 
magazine, I wrote, "Christian 
education involves three dimensions: 
informational change, formational 
change, and transformational change. 
Informational change is a result of 
grappling with the propositional truth 
of the Christian faith through learning 
the different aspects of theology 
(systematic, biblical and pastoral). 
The knowledge accumulated changes 
and enhances the understanding of the 
Christian faith. It provides a road map 
for our Christian walk and prevents us 
from getting lost in the dark alley of 
heresy. Lots of education programs 
run both at church and seminary are 
focused on this goal. My personal 
observation is that evangelical 
churches tend to do well at this. The 
second aspect is formational change. 
Through the process of learning the 
propositional truth and practicing 
different spiritual disciplines, our 
Christian character is formed and 
behaviour is changed to be more 
Christ-like. The last dimension is 
transformational change which is the 
work of the Holy Spirit who 
transforms us in a mystical way 
through the learning and forming 
processes to the goal of sharing 
Christ 's nature. The ultimate 
destination of Christian maturity is 
"Christ is formed in us" (Gal. 4:19). 
We are in a transformational journey 
of being clothed with Christ."1 
                          (Continue to the next page) 
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This is my reflection after seven years of teaching at a 
denominational Theological college. In preparation for 
the ministry at CTCA, I would like to use the same road 
map to direct my future ministry. Seasonal workers will 
be trained in the following dimensions through CTCA. 

Informational change 
Overseas Chinese churches enjoy the privilege of having 
a great number of members who come from a 
professional background. The average educational level 
of the congregation is higher than local Australian 
churches. This enhances development of the church. Lots 
of lay leaders contribute enormously to the church 
ministry and become great assistances to the minister. 
They, however, have a high expectation on the minister 
who leads the ministry. Consequently, a high standard 
theological education is essential in the preparation of 
future ministers for the Chinese churches. 
In view of these, CTCA seeks accreditation from the 
Australian College of Theology (ACTh). ACTh is a 
reputable theological consortium who has served 
Australian churches for the past 110 years. ACTh is 
famed in their high academic standard and prolific 
research profile. These become a guarantee to the degrees 
granted by ACTh. It is not an easy task for us to gain the 
accreditation but we believe that would encourage us to 
pursue excellence in academics. Our hope is that through 
serious and high quality training, students will be 
equipped with tools to make theological reflection and 
decisions at the same time grasp and apply contemporary 
ministry skills in their own ministry setting. 
Last twenty years, we have witnessed tremendous 
development in theological reflection and ministry skills. 
Continuous professional development is utmost 
important for church ministers in facing an ever-changing 
ministry context. One would not expect the three or four 
years professional ministry training can take one through 
the future thirty years of ministry. CTCA seeks to 
provide platforms like forum, seminar, workshop and 
small group for graduates and church ministers to have 
dialogue on and learning opportunity in ministry. In the 
long run, we would like to facilitate researches in the area 
of ministry to the Chinese churches and culture. 

Formational change 
It is my conviction that spirituality and personal character 
are core elements of Christian ministry. Unfortunately, 
training in these areas is the frequently the weakness link 
of many theological colleges. Lots of churches lamented 
and hurt by workers who are well equipped in academic 
theology and ministry skills but fallen in their spirituality 
and character (which frequently resulted in moral 
failure). I am most aware of the importance of spiritual 
and character formation for students. CTCA seeks to 
address these issues by providing spiritual retreat, regular 
pray meeting, discipleship groups, one-to-one mentoring 
system, and ministry apprenticeship program. We have 
been blessed by God's provision of very experienced and 
successful pastors in Sydney who are willing to be the 
mentor of our students. We are also contemplating a 
system of continuous support to our graduates in their 
formative years in ministry. Our hope is to train future 
ministers with integrity and good spirituality. 

               (Continue to the next page) 
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Invitation 

You are cordially invited to attend the  

Induction Service of the Dean of Studies,  

Rev. Ming Leung on 

Saturday, 28th February, 2009  at 

3:00 P.M 5:00 P.M. at 

The Burwood Chinese Presbyterian Church,  

46-48 Belmore St., Burwood 

 
Board of Directors, CTCA 

 
RSVP: ctca@ctca.org.au 
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 2 27 3 7 20  

 2 27 7:30-9:30  
       2 28 10:00-12:00 

  3 2-6 7:30-9:30 
  3 7  

  10:00 1:00 2:00-5:00 
   

Introduction to Old Testament  (Core, 4 credit points) 

Lecturer :  Rev. Dr. Joseph Shao 
                  (President of Biblical Seminary of the Philippines,  
                   Professor in Old Testament) 
Language: Mandarin (Putonghua)  
Date :         2  6/3/2009 ( 20 hours) 
Time:         9 a.m.  1 p.m. 
Venue:       College Office, West Ryde 

Old Testament  Major Prophets  
                                                  (Elective, 4 credit points) 
Lecturer :        Rev. Dr. Joseph Shao 
                         (President of Biblical Seminary of the  
                         Philippines, professor in Old Testament) 
Language :  Mandarin (Putonghua)  
Date :  27/2  7/3/2009 ( 20 hours) 
Time:  27/2 (Fri.) 7:30  9:30 p.m. 
 28/2 (Sat.) 10:00 a.m.  12 noon 
 2  6/3 (Mon.  Fri.) 7:30  9:30 p.m. 
 7/3 (Sat.) 10:00 a.m.  1 p.m.; 2:00  5:00 p.m.  
Venue:  Burwood Chinese Presbyterian Church  

Courses announcement:          Term 1 - 2009    Diploma and Certificate courses (Intensive) 

Transformational change 
This is the work of the Holy Spirit. I believe that Roman 12:1-2 "Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's 
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be TRANSFORMED by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve what God's will is his good, pleasing and perfect will." is not just an imperative but also a 
promise and a goal that our heavenly Father ordained for all His children. 

MMyy  pprraayyeerr 
Dear loving God, 
We thanks for your love and blessing to the Chinese churches in Australia. We have enjoyed a tremendous 
growth and financial provision in the past twenty years. We are longing to see your kingdom come to this land 
through the work of Your Spirit and Your Church. We are desperately need seasonal workers because the 
harvest is plentiful. Please raise up your workers to respond to this need.  Amen. 

1   Ming Leung, "Until Christ is formed in you", LeadThink Issue 24, 2008. 

***           ***      Enrollment Form can be downloaded from our website *** 



  Prayer points  

                                                                       

   ______________________________ 
Name : 
______________________________________     

Any requests for deputation are to go through our 
Director of College Development, Rev. Joseph Fung 
or email to develop@ctca.org.au 

We have recently upgraded our email system; please 
contact us anytime at ctca@ctca.org.au 

Volunteers Wanted - Editing and proof reading  
Chinese/English, translation from Chinese to English 
or vice versa, videotaping, newsletter distribution, 
Chinese / English data input and clerical support. 
Please email your contact details to ctca@ctca.org.au. 
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      Please support CTCA: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

Please pray that the board members will have wisdom 
in planning the future development of the college. 
Pray for the Dean of Studies Rev. Ming Leung as he 
commences his new position in February. 
Pray for suitable lecturers to teach in 2009. 

to study at CTCA. 
Pray that  the College will  be accredited with the 
Australian College of Theology to provide theological 
degree programs. 
Pray that many fellow Christians may share the vision 
of providing a Chinese Theological College in Sydney 
to train more pastors to meet the great needs among 
Chinese churches and financially support the needs of 
the College. 
Pray for us as we search for an appropriate college 
campus. 
Pray that we can obtain the Deductible Gift Recipient 

 
Pray for setting up of  the College Library.  

 
 

    General fund 
   Campus building fund 
   Library fund 

Address  ___________________________________________________________   Postcode ___________ 
)  

Tel (Home) : (______)__________________________  Mobile __________________________________ 
 

Email     
 

 and return with this form to us.  

Westpac Banking Corporation 032-080-29-0867)  

Direct deposit into Westpac Banking Corporation 032-080-29-0867 and return the deposit slip with this form to us.  

~~~ !    Thank you for your generous support! ~~~ 

P.O. Box 1340, Burwood, NSW 1805   : ctca@ctca.org.au                         www.ctca.org.au 


